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Maori art
• �Kowhaiwhai patterns are made by translating, rotating and reflecting  

some basic designs to make up a more complex pattern. 
 
Two of the basic designs used are: 

	 the koru							       the rauru

1	 Draw a pattern using these two designs on squared paper.

2	 Colour your design red, white and black.

3	 Translate, rotate and/or reflect the designs to make your pattern.

4	  �Make a few different patterns. You could add in some different  
basic designs like the kape.  

5	  �Find a way to display your patterns with a description of the  
transformations you used to make each one.

1 You could use the 
computer to help you 

create interesting 
patterns.

Find some more 
examples of 

Maori art before 
you start.
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