
TIPS AND HINTS 
FROM OUR  
CHARACTERS

1 9 8 C H A P T E R  1 1  :  M E A S U R E S
GM2-1: Create and use appropriate units and devices to measure length, ... capacity, weight (mass), turn (angle) ...

GM2-2: Partition and/or combine like measures and communicate them using numbers and units.

1 My benchmarks

1  Having your own benchmarks for length, weight and capacity  

will help you make more accurate estimates.

  a Find a length that you know to use as your benchmark for length.

  b Find benchmarks you could use for weight and capacity.

    Example

     Jess knows a litre of milk  

weighs about 1 kg. 

2 Share your benchmarks with your partner.

3  Use your benchmarks to estimate at least one length, one weight  

and one capacity.

4  Ask your partner to estimate the length, weight and capacity  

of the objects you chose.

Did you get the same estimates?

Discuss why or why not.

Practicals

Make sure you  

know the weight or  

capacity accurately.

weight  

tely.

Benchmarks are lengths, weights and capacities that are known.

They are helpful when estimating.

Examples

Estimating and measuring  

Standard units are used to make an 

accurate measurement.

Example    A metre is a standard 

unit for length.

y are helpf

Examples My arm is about half a metre long.

The teacher's desk is about two of my 

arms long so it must be about a metre.

It is a good idea 

to estimate first 

when measuring.
en measuring.

A man is about 2 m tall.

That tree is between  

3 and 4 m high.

Discussion

• What other standard units are there 

for these? 

a length b weight c capacity
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