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Chapter 5 - division strategies
5

Sharing or making equal sets?

Jess shared 15 treats into  
piles of 3 treats.

How many piles did she have? 

Which of these is a “sharing” division and which is a “making equal sets” division?

Sometimes we make equal sets by putting 
things into groups of a certain size.

We find out how many groups  
can be made.

If I divide 12 treats 
equally into piles 
of 3 treats, there 

are 4 piles.

Sometimes we share 
things out and find how 
many are in each group.

If 12 treats are shared by 
4, each share is 3 treats.

Max divided 15 treats into 5 piles.

How many treats were in each pile? 


