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connecting all strands

Same difference	 page 1 of 2

11
Chapter 2 - Adding and subtracting using tidy numbers

124 – 79

70 80 90 100 110 120 130
12479

Why is the difference 
still the same?

70 80 90 100 110 120 130
125

The red and blue blocks are the same length. 
The blue block is the red block moved one space to the right.

So 	 124 – 79   =   125 – 80
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124  	–  79     =	 125	–	 80
		         	 =	 45

+1 +1
So

Same difference continued	 page 2 of 2

11
Chapter 2 - Adding and subtracting using tidy numbers

124 – 79

– 80

45 125105

– 20
– 60

Find the answer to 587 – 248.

70 80 90 100 110 120 130
12479

Why is the difference 
still the same?

70 80 90 100 110 120 130
125

The red and blue blocks are the same length. 
The blue block is the red block moved one space to the right.


